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PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT, 
CHANCERY  LANE, 

RETFORD. 

September  195(S 

To  The  Mayor,  and  to  the 

Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  Borough  of  East  Retford 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies,  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  report  on  the  health  and 
sanitary  circumstances  of  the  Borough  for  the  year  1957. 

Statistics 

Population.  The  Registrar  General’s  estimated  mid-year  population 
of  the  Borough  was  16,940,  an  increase  of  40  on  the  previous  year. 

The  enumerated  population  at  the  census  of  1951  was  16,316  and  at 
the  census  of  1931  it  was  14,299. 

Births.  The  number  of  live  births  was  259  (269  in  1956). 

Deaths.  Deaths  from  all  causes  totalled  193  (215  in  1956).  There  were 
no  deaths  from  causes  associated  with  pregnancy.  The  number  of  deaths 
of  infants  under  one  year  was  five.  Malignant  disease  was  the  cause  of 
36  deaths  compared  with  30  in  1956;  of  these  9 were  due  to  cancer  of 
the  lung  and  bronchus.  Accidental  deaths  totalled  4 (8  in  1956)  and  one 
of  these  was  due  to  a motor  vehicle  accident  (1  in  1956). 

Tables  relating  to  the  above  statistics  will  be  found  on  pages  8 and  9. 

Infectious  Disease  (excluding  Tuberculosis).  In  September  there  was 
an  outbreak  of  Influenza,  popularly  known  as  Asian  ’flu  from  the  fact 
that  extensive  outbreaks  of  influenza  had  occurred  in  several  countries 
of  the  Far  East  earlier  in  the  year,  having  first  been  observed  in  April 
1957.  During  the  outbreak  in  East  Retford,  blood  specimens  were 
submitted  from  several  cases  for  examination  and  the  results  indicated 
infection  by  Influenza  virus  A group  which  had  been  found  in  the  Far 
East  outbreak.  Protection  by  means  of  an  Asian  influenza  vaccine  was 
made  available  for  doctors,  nurses,  midwives,  ambulance  workers  under 
the  Ministry  of  Health  priority  scheme. 

Influenza  is  not  a notifiable  disease  and  during  the  outbreak  I ascer- 
tained the  position  from  information  I received  from  various  sources  - 
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general  medical  practitioners,  the  Ministry  of  Pensions  and  National 
Insurance,  headteachers,  managers  of  firms  and  transport,  and  I would 
like  to  say  here  how  helpful  everyone  was  and  to  express  my  thanks  to 
them. 

Tuberculosis.  During  the  year  there  were  14  new  cases  of  Tubercul- 
osis notified  as  compared  with  9 in  1956  and  6 in  1955.  There  were  five 
deaths  (1  in  1956). 

Towards  the  end  of  1957  a start  was  made  on  vaccination  against 
Tuberculosis  for  children  between  13  years  and  14  years  of  age.  This  is 
designed  to  give  the  maximum  protection  possible  to  these  children  at 
a time  in  their  lives  when  they  are  particularly  liable  to  acquire  a tuber- 
culosis infection.  A simple  skin  test  is  first  carried  out  to  decide  if 
vaccination  is  necessary  because  in  some  children  a natural  protection 
may  have  developed.  The  vaccine,  known  as  B.C.G.  vaccine  is  then 
given  by  injection  to  those  requiring  it. 


Poliomyelitis  Vaccination.  Registration  of  children  for  this  was  re- 
opened but  owing  to  the  fact  that  only  small  supplies  of  vaccine  were 
received,  the  number  of  children  vaccinated  was  only  a small  proportion 
of  those  registered. 


Diphtheria  Immunisation.  The  number  of  children  being  immun- 
ised against  Diphtheria  remains  low.  In  March  measures  were  taken  to 
publicise  the  need  to  raise  the  level  of  immunisation  because  a higher 
rate  of  immunisation  must  be  achieved  if  the  risk  of  a return  of  diph- 
theria is  to  be  avoided. 

Housing.  I thought  it  would  be  interesting  to  review  the  position 
about  the  clearance  of  unfit  houses.  In  1955  the  Council  reported  to  the 
Ministry  that  there  were  381  houses  in  the  Borough  so  unfit  that  they 
should  be  demolished.  A programme  for  the  clearance  of  these  houses 
over  a period  of  13  years  was  agreed  upon. 

At  the  end  of  1957,  orders  had  been  confirmed  on  148  of  the  houses 
and  18  more  had  been  represented  as  unfit  but  the  orders  had  not  then 
been  confirmed.  In  addition,  4 other  houses  not  on  the  original  list  had 
been  made  subject  to  orders  for  clearance  as  unfit  houses. 

It  will  be  seen  that  there  are  still  215  unfit  houses  awaiting  action  by 
the  Health  Department  and  the  rate  at  which  these  215  dwellings  can 
be  cleared  depends  principally  upon  the  progress  of  the  house  building 
programme  of  the  Council. 

The  Rent  Act,  1957,  came  into  operation  on  6th  July  1957.  This  Act 
released  from  control,  houses  having  a rateable  value  exceeding  ^30  in 
England  and  Wales,  except  London  (rateable  value  exceeding  ;£40)  and 
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allows  limited  increases  in  the  rents  of  houses  still  under  rent  control. 
Its  purpose  is  to  encourage  more  owners  to  maintain  houses  in  good 
repair. 

Public  Health  Department  Enquiries.  During  the  year  1957,  674 
enquiries  were  dealt  with  at  the  Public  Health  Department  counter. 
These  covered  a wide  variety  of  matters  including  Housing,  Infectious 
Disease,  Disinfection,  Food  Hygiene,  Immunisation,  Vaccination, 
Sanitary  Complaints,  and  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Services. 

Public  Health  Inspection  Staff.  I have  had  occasion  to  draw  atten- 
tion to  the  ever-increasing  committments  of  Mr.  Smith,  Public  Health 
Inspector,  which  means  that  some  sections  of  the  work  do  not  have  as 
much  time  given  to  them  as  they  should  have,  and  I have  expressed  my 
concern  about  this.  As  you  will  know,  in  1957  I recommended  that  an 
additional  Public  Health  Inspector  be  appointed  but  unfortunately  the 
Council  could  not  see  their  way  to  implement  my  recommendation. 

It  is  with  pleasure  I take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my  thanks 
to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  and  to 
the  Members  of  the  Council  for  their  interest  and  support,  and  Chief 
Officers  of  the  other  departments  of  the  Borough  Council  for  their  ready 
co-operation.  I would  also  like  to  acknowledge  my  thanks  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  staff  of  the  Notts  County  Council,  and  in  my  own  depart- 
ment to  Mr.  Smith,  Public  Health  Inspector,  and  to  the  clerical  staff. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

ROSETTA  C.  BARKER, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  AND  VITAL  STATISTICS 


Area  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4,657  acres 

Public  Open  Spaces  . . . . . . . . . . 22  acres 

Registrar  General’s  estimated  population,  mid-year 

1957  16,940 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  end  of  1957  . . 5,398 

Rateable  Value,  June  1958  . . . . . . . . ^£1 87,062 

Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate  at  1st  April  1958.  . 


Vital  statistics  are  calculated  on  estimated  mid-year  population  given 
by  the  Registrar  General,  i.e.  16,940. 


Births 

Total 

Male 

Eemale 

Live  births  — legitimate 

251 

136 

115 

— illegitimate 

8 

6 

2 

Still  births  — legitimate 

4 

4 

— 

— illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population 

E.  Retford 
Borough 

England  & 
Wales 

(a)  Live  Births  (before  correction)  . . 

15.28 

16.1 

*(b)  Live  Births  (after  correction) 

• • 

15.61- 

— 

Still  Births 

0.23 

— 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and 

still  births  

• • 

15.20 

22.4 

Deaths 

Total 

Male 

Eemale 

All  causes 

193 

106 

87 

Maternal  mortality 

— 

— 

— 

Infantile  mortality  (i.e.  under  1 year) 

5 

3 

2 

Neonatal  mortality  (i.e.  under  4 weeks)  2 

1 

1 

Death  Rates 

E.  Retford 
Borough 

England  & 
Wales 

(a)  Death  rate  (crude)  per  1,000  population 

11.38 

11.5 

*(b)  Death  rate  (after  correction)  .. 

• • 

11.49 

— 

Maternal  mortality  . . 

• . 

Nil 

0.47 
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Death  rates  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age : 


E.  Retford 
Borough 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  . . . . 19.30 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live 

births  . . . . . . . . . . 19.92 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate 

live  births  . . . . . . . . Nil 


England  & 
W^ales 

23.1 


Neonatal  Death  Rate  (i.e.  under  4 weeks  of  age) 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  . . . . 7.72 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live 

births  . . . . . . . . . . 7.96 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate 

live  births  . . . . . . . . Nil 


16.5 


* (b)  is  the  rate  after  application  of  the  appropriate  “area  comparability 
factor”.  This  factor  takes  into  account  the  age  and  sex  distribution  of 
the  population  and  this  corrected  rate  is  therefore  a more  accurate 
one  for  comparison  with  other  areas. 
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Causes  of  Death  - 1957 


Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

5 

Tuberculosis,  other 

0 

Syphilitic  disease  . . 

1 

Diphtheria 

0 

Whooping  Cough 

0 

iXIeningo-coccal  infection 

0 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

0 

Measles 

0 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

5 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

9 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

0 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

21 

Leukaemia  and  aleukaemia 

0 

Diabetes 

1 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

31 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

21 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

2 

Other  heart  disease 

37 

Other  circulatory  disease 

13 

Influenza  . . 

3 

Pneumonia 

6 

Bronchitis  . . 

6 

Other  diseases  of  the  respiratory  system 

1 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

2 

Gastritis,  enteritis,  and  diarrhoea 

0 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  . . 

1 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  . . 

2 

Pregnancy,  childbrith,  and  abortion 

0 

Congenital  malformation 

2 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  . . 

18 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  . . 

1 

All  other  accidents 

3 

Suicide 

0 

Homicide  . . 

0 

Total  . . 

193 
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Causes  of  Death  in  Children  under  1 year 


Under 
24  hrs. 

Under 

1 week 

Under 

1 mth. 

1-3 

mths. 

3-6 

mths. 

6-9 

mths. 

9-12 

mths. 

1 

Total 

Cerebral 

Haemorrhage 



1 





_ 



1 

Toxoplasmosis  . . 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

- 

1 

Broncho-pneumonia 
and  septicaemia 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

- 

1 

Congenital 

abnormalities  . . 

_ 

_ 

1 

1 

2 

Table  showing  Deaths  of  Children  under  1 year 
over  the  last  five  years 


Year 

1957 

1956 

1955 

1954 

1953 

No.  of  deaths 

5 

5 

4 

12 

9 

10 


PREVALENCE  & CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


The  following  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were  notified  during  1957  : 


Dysentery  2 

Food  Poisoning  2 

Measles  637 

Meningococcal  infection  1 
Pneumonia  7 

Scarlet  Fever  9 

Whooping  Cough  44 


Tables  giving  various  details  about  Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases 
during  the  year  1957  and  a table  showing  the  incidence  over  the  past  5 
years  are  given  on  pages  13,  14  and  15. 

The  6 deaths  associated  with  notified  cases  of  infectious  disease  were 
due  to  Pneumonia. 

Measles.  There  was  a heavy  incidence  of  Measles  in  1957,  but  the  out- 
break was  almost  entirely  confined  to  the  first  four  months  of  the  year. 

Whooping  Cough.  44  cases  were  notified  compared  with  7 in  1956. 

Influenza.  3 persons  died  as  a result  of  influenza  infection. 

Tuberculosis.  Of  the  l4  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  notified  during  the 
year,  were  primary  notifications,  i.e.  related  to  persons  who  had  not 
been  previously  notified  in  the  area  of  any  authority,  and  2 were  non- 
primary notifications,  these  being  ‘transfers’  from  other  areas.  T<wcT€cti 
of  the  16  notifications  were  due  to  pulmonary  and  2 were  due  to  non- 
pulmonary  tuberculosis. 

There  were  5 deaths  from  the  pulmonary  form,  one  female  in  the 
age  group  20-35  years,  one  male  in  the  age  group  45-65  years,  and  3 
males  in  the  age  group  65  years  and  over. 

Table  (a)  shows  the  incidence  of  new  cases  and  deaths  as  regards  age 
and  sex,  and  table  (b)  gives  the  position  about  Tuberculosis  in  the 
Borough  at  the  beginning  and  end  of  the  year. 

Laboratory  Facilities 

Bacteriological  examinations  were  carried  out  by  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  at  Lincoln.  40  specimens  comprising  sputum,  blood,  urine, 
and  faeces  were  submitted  for  examination. 

Prophylactic  Procedures 

Protective  injections  against  Smallpox,  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough 
and  Diphtheria  (combined),  and  Poliomyelitis  are  given  by  the  Medical 
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Officer  of  Health  and  by  private  medical  practitioners.  B.C.G.  \ accina- 
tion  (i.e.  against  Tuberculosis)  is  carried  out  by  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health. 

Below  are  the  figures  showing  the  number  of  children  who  have 
received  protection  against  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough,  Small  Pox, 
and  Poliomyelitis. 


Prophylactic  Measure 

By  MOH 

By  PP 

Diphtheria  Immunisation 

Primary  immunisation 

99 

105 

Reinforcing  doses 

107 

49 

Whooping  Cough 

Primary  immunisation 

84 

103 

Reinforcing  doses 

0 

37 

Vaccination  against  Smallpox 

Primary  vaccination  . . 

62 

65 

Revaccination  . . 

2 

5 

Vaccination  against  Poliomyelitis 

73 

37 

MOH  - Medical  Officer  of  Health 
PP  - Private  Medical  Practitioner. 
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Infectious  Diseases  (excluding  Tuberculosis)  Notified  Month  by  Month— 1957 


Dec. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

- 

1 

-t- 

Nov. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

-SI 

1 

Oct. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

I 

1 

1 

T— H 

1 

1 

1 

1 

i 

Sept 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

rs! 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

<N 

Aug. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

' "d 

I 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Oi 

June 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

May 

1 

1 

1 

1 

X! 

1 

1 

1 

t-H 

1 

1 

1 

1 

T-H 

ro 
\ 1 

Apr. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

113 

1 

1 

1 

tN 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

115 

Mar. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

i280 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

- 

CN 

Feb. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

165 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

[180 

Jan. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

63 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

(N 

1 

1 

1 -5 

— H 

1 

CN 

1 

1 

1 

o 

- 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

c^ 

44 

!702 

Diseases 

Diphtheria 

Dysentery 

Encephalitis 

Erysipelas 

Eood  Poisoning 

Malaria 

Measles 

Meningococcal  Infection 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

Typhoid  Fever 

Pneumonia 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Paralytic  Poliomyelitis 

Non-Paralytic  Poliomyelitis 

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping  Cough 

Totals 
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Infectious  Diseases  (excluding  Tuberculosis)  Notified  in  Age  Groups  — Admission  to  Hospital,  and  Deaths,  1957 


Deaths 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

I 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

-o 

Admitted 

to 

Hospital 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

CQ 

CN 

1 

1 

1 

o 

1 

1 

1 

< 

ro 

1 

\D 

Age 

Un- 

known 

1 

1 

1 

1 

(N 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

rs) 

! 

65  & 
over 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

ro 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

45-65 

years 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

ra 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Csl 

35-45 

years 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

20-35 

years 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

15-20 

years 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

■rH 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

10-15 

years 

t 1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

30 

- 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

rN 

(N 

1 

5-10 

years 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

342 

1 

1 

1 

- 

1 

1 

1 

O 

366 

1 

4-5 

years 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

85 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

I 

1 

-^1 

3-4 

years 

1 _ 

1 

- 

1 

1 

1 

1 

82 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

30 

ON 

2-3 

years  1 

1 .. 

1 

- 

1 

1 

1 

1 

57 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

U~j 

64 

1 1-2  * 

years  | 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

46 

1 

1 

1 

- 

1 

1 

1 

1 49 

Under 

1 year | 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

NO 

At  all 
ages  j 

1 

1 

1 

ra 

1 

637 

tH 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3N 

44 

702 

Diseases 

Diphtheria 

Dysentery 

Encephalitis 

Erysipelas  | 

Food  Poisoning 

Malaria 

Measles 

Meningococcal  infection 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

Typhoid  Fever 

Pneumonia 

Puerperel  Pyrexia 

Paralytic  Poliomyelitis 

Non-paralytic  Poliomyelitis 

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping  Cough 

Totals 

X 


-X 


X 


V 

■M 

X 

7t 

■J 

o 


-li 

o 


14 


'r  ransferred  deaths  are  included  in  this  table. 


Incidence  of  Notifiable  Diseases  over  last  five  years 


Diseases 

1957 

1956 

1 

1955 

1954 

1953 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Dysentery 

2 

37 

61 

6 

— 

Encephalitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

— 

— 

1 

4 

6 

Eood  Poisoning 

2 

5 

4 

3 

3 

Malaria 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

Measles 

637 

51 

61 

10 

561 

Meningococcal  Infection  I 1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Paratyphoid  Eever 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

Typhoid  Eever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

7 

2 

14 

13 

36 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Paralytic  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Non-Paralytic  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Eever 

9 

15 

13 

17 

54 

Whooping  Cough 

44 

7 

22 

35 

55 

Totals 

702 

118 

180 

91 

717 
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Tuberculosis  195if 

Table  (a)  New  Cases  and  Deaths 


Age  Periods 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Pulm 

onary 

Nc 

Pulm 

)n- 

onary 

Pulm 

onary 

Nc 

Pulm 

)n- 

onary 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Under  1 year 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1-2  years 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2-  3 years 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3-4  years 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4-  5 years 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5-10  years 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10-15  years 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15-20  years 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20-35  years 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

35-45  years 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45-65  years 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

65  and  over 

4 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

T 

T 

1 

1 

4 

1 

— 

— 
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Table  (b)  — Tuberculosis  Register  1957 


Non- 

Grand 

Pul 

mon 

Pul 

mon 

ary 

r' 

rota 

1 

1 

M 

F 

T 

M 

F 

T 

M 

F 

T 

On  register  31.12.56 

92 

57 

149 

33 

36 

69 

125 

93 

218 

Additions 

Primary  notifications 

6 

6 

12 

1 

1 

2 

7 

7 

14 

Posthumous  notifications 

Transfers  from  other  areas 

1 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

2 

Returned  to  Borough 

Transfer  from  other  sections 

Total  Additions 

7 

7 

14 

1 

1 

2 

8 

8 

16 

Deductions 

Deaths 

4 

1 

5 

— 

— 

— 

4 

1 

5 

Left  Borough 

1 

2 

3 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

3 

Recovered 

3 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

3 

Diagnosis  not  Confirmed 

- 

Transfer  to  other  sections 

Total  Deductions 

8 

3 

11 

— 

— 

— 

8 

3 

11 

Xet  increase 



4 

3 

1 

1 

2 



5 

5 

>iet  decrease 

1 

On  register  31. 12.  57 

91 

61 

152 

34 

. 37 

71 

125 

98 

223 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  BOROUGH 


Water  Supply,  Sewage  Disposal,  and  Refuse  Disposal  are  under  the 
control  of  the  Borough  Surveyor  and  Water  Engineer. 

Water  Supply 

The  East  Retford  Corporation  is  the  Water  Authority. 

5,397  Houses  receive  a supply  direct  from  the  Corporation’s  mains. 
Approximately  20  houses  are  supplied  from  standpipes.  One  house 
is  not  supplied  with  Corporation  water,  the  source  of  supply  here  being 
a well. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage 

The  older  part  of  the  Borough  is  on  the  combined  system,  that  is  to 
say,  the  surface  water  and  sewage  discharge  into  the  same  drain,  and 
the  majority  of  the  houses  have  this  service. 

Conservancy  System  - a small  number  of  houses  are  not  connected 
to  the  sewers.  Of  these,  6 houses  have  pail  closets  and  17  houses  have 
privy  middens.  The  emptving  of  these  closets  and  privy  middens  is 
carried  out  by  the  Corporation. 

A few  houses  have  cesspools  and  the  emptying  of  these  is  the  responsi- 
bility of  the  owner. 

It  is  anticipated  that  a contract  will  be  let  for  the  construction  of  a 
sewage  disposal  works  on  the  east  side  of  Hallcroft  Road  during  the 
year  1959. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

(a)  Amount  of  refuse  collected  in  1957  - 10,000  tons  approximately. 

(b)  Disposal  is  by  tipping  into  disused  gravel  working. 

This  is  not  an  entirely  controlled  method  of  tipping  but  it  is  carefully 
watched  and  no  nuisance  has  arisen. 

The  Corporation  provides  and  maintains  dustbins  at  dwelling  houses 
at  an  annual  charge. 

There  is  a Common  Lodging  House  in  the  Borough. 

There  is  a Public  Mortuary  in  the  Borough. 

National  Assistance  Act  1948  and  National  Assistance 
(Amendment)  Act  1951. 

This  provides  for  the  removal  to  suitable  premises  of  persons  in  need 
of  care  and  attention. 

No  action  was  necessary  under  this  Act  during  the  year. 


18 


HOUSING 


In  relation  to  housing,  Local  Authorities  have  duties  under  the  Public 
Health  Acts  and  the  Housing  Acts. 

Under  the  Public  Health  Acts,  the  main  object  is  the  discovery  and 
abatement  of  nuisances. 

LTnder  the  Housing  i\cts,  the  duties  include  maintenance  of  houses 
in  good  condition,  demolition  of  unfit  houses,  abatement  of  overcrowd- 
ing, and  provision  of  housing  accommodation. 

During  the  year,  the  Housing  Act,  1957,  and  the  Rent  Act,  1957, 
came  into  force. 

Housing  Act,  1957 

This  Act  came  into  force  on  the  1st  September,  1957,  and  consolid- 
ated the  enactments  relating  to  housing  with  the  exception  of  certain 
provisions  concerning  financial  matters. 

Part  1 1 of  this  Act  deals  with  the  provisions  for  securing  the  repair, 
maintenance,  and  sanitary  condition  of  houses. 

Part  HI  deals  with  clearance  areas. 

Part  IV  deals  with  abatement  of  overcrowding. 

Part  V deals  with  provision  of  housing  accommodation. 

The  work  carried  out  during  the  year  under  Parts  H,  HI,  and  IV  of 
the  Housing  Act,  1936,  and  Housing  Act,  1957,  will  be  found  in  the 
report  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector  on  page  26. 

Part  V.  Provision  of  Housing  Accommodation. 

Number  of  Compulsory  Purchase  Orders  confirmed 

in  1957  2 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  included  in  the  orders  . . 17 


New  Dwellings 


New  dwellings  completed 

New  dwellings  under  con- 

during  the  year 

struction  at  end  of  year 

1.  By  the  Borough  Council 

93 

1.  By  the  Borough  Council 

16 

2.  By  Private  Enterprise 

36 

2.  By  Private  Enterprise 

24 

Housing  Applications 

1.  Nurnber  of  applicants  on  Housing  Department  register  at 

end  of  1956  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 652 

Of  these,  200  are  without  separate  accommodation. 
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318 


2.  New  applicants  added  to  register  during  the  year 

3.  Number  of  applicants  cancelled  or  withdrawn  from  register 


during  the  year  . , . . . . . . . . . , 124 

4.  Number  of  families  re-housed: 

(a)  from  general  list  . . . . . . . . . . 126 

(b)  on  account  of  slum  clearance  . . . . . . 47 

5.  Additions  to  register  during  the  year  . . . . . . 318 

Deductions  from  register  during  year  . . . . . . 297 

Number  of  applicants  on  register  at  end  of  1957  . . 673 

Housing  Act,  1949 


10  applications  for  Improvement  Grants  were  received.  Of  these,  8 
were  granted. 


FACTORIES  (Factories  Act  1937) 

District  Councils  have  certain  responsibilities  in  connection  with  general 
health  and  welfare  provisions  in  factories.  These  differ  according  to 
whether  the  factory  is  one  in  which  mechanical  power  is  used  or  one 
in  which  mechanical  power  is  not  used. 

In  the  case  of  non-power  factories,  the  duties  are  concerned  with  the 
provisions  relating  to  cleanliness,  overcrowding,  temperature,  ventila- 
tion, drainage  of  floors,  and  sanitary  conveniences. 

In  power  factories  the  only  duty  of  the  District  Council  is  in  connec- 
tion with  sanitary  conveniences,  the  other  health  provisions  being  the 
responsibility  of  Her  Majesty’s  Inspector  of  Factories  who  is  also 
responsible  in  both  types  of  factories  for  the  requirements  relating  to 
provision  and  maintenance  of  suitable  and  sufficient  lighting. 

At  the  end  of  the  vear  there  was  a total  of  93  factories  in  the  East 
Retford  Borough,  of  which  7 are  non-power  factories  and  86  are  power 
factories. 

Tables  giving  prescribed  particulars  with  respect  to  matters  under 
Part  1 of  the  Factories  rVct,  1957,  which  are  administered  by  the  District 
Council  are  given  on  pages  21  and  22. 
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INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors) 


21 


CASKS  IN  WHICH  DKFKCTS  WKRK  I'Ol^Nl^ 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  AND  FOOD 

PREMISES 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955 

This  Act  makes  provision  for  — 

Composition  and  labelling  of  food  and  drugs. 

Food  unfit  for  human  consumption. 

Hygiene  in  eonnection  with  sale,  etc.  of  food  to  the  public. 
Registration  of  premises  and  licensing  of  vehicles,  etc,  in  connec- 
tion with  the  sale  of  food. 

Special  provisions  as  to  sale,  etc.  of  particular  food. 

Food  Poisoning. 

Milk  and  Dairies. 

Provision  and  Regulation  of  Markets. 

Slaughterhouses  and  Knacker’s  Yards;  Cold-air  Stores. 


Various  types  of  authorities  have  duties  in  the  enforcement  of  these 
provisions. 

Below  are  given  some  of  the  sections  of  the  Act  indicating  the  matters 
dealt  with. 


Section  9. 
Section  13. 


Section  16. 

Section  23. 
Section  26. 

Section  27. 
Section  29. 


Food  unfit  for  human  consumption. 

Minister  may  make  Regulations  as  to  Food  Hygiene  and  it 
is  under  this  section  that  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations, 
1955,  were  made. 

Requires  the  Registration  of  premises  for  the  manufacture 
of  ice-cream  and  of  sausages,  etc. 

Prevention  of  spread  of  disease  by  ice-cream. 

Notification  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Plealth  by  Medical 
Practitioners  of  food  poisoning. 

Inspection  and  control  of  infected  food. 

Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations.  Provision  is  made  by  regula- 
tions for : 


(1)  the  registration  of  milk  distributors  and  dairy  premises 
by  the  local  authority. 

(2)  the  registration  of  dairy  farmers  by  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food. 

(3)  Prescribing,  in  relation  to  milk  of  any  description,  such 
designations  as  the  Minister  may  consider  appropriate. 

The  relevant  regulations  are : 

(a)  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949-54. 

(b)  Milk  (Speeial  Designation)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations,  1949-54. 
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(c)  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised  Milk) 
Regulations,  1949-1953. 

I nder  (e),  Pasteurised  Milk  and  Sterilised  Milk  are  submitted  to 
prescribed  tests.  The  Notts  County  Council  carries  out  this  work. 
During  the  year,  97  samples  of  pasteurised  milk  were  obtained  and  sub- 
mitted to  the  prescribed  tests.  All  but  2 of  the  samples  complied  with 
the  requirements. 

Bacteriological  examination  of  milk  bottles  is  also  carried  out  periodi- 
cally. During  1957,  30  bottles  were  examined  and  they  were  all  satisfac- 
tory. 

Section  91.  Powers  of  sampling. 

This  section  provides  for  the  procuring  of  samples  of  food 
or  drugs  for  analysis  or  for  bacteriological  or  other  examin- 
ation. 

The  Notts  County  Council  is  the  authority  for  this  sec- 
tion, and  the  Chief  Inspector,  Mr.  Gregory,  has  forwarded 
a report  of  the  Public  Analyst  upon  articles  analysed.  224 
samples  were  obtained  and  the  results  are  given  on  page  25. 


The  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  1955 

'i'he  provision  of  these  regulations  are  enforced  and  executed  by  each 
Local  Authority  in  their  district.  The  Regulations  were  made  under 
Section  13  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  1955. 

Their  purpose  is,  as  the  name  implies,  to  ensure  hygienic  methods  in 
the  preparation,  handling,  transport,  storage,  etc.  of  food. 

Among  the  regulations  are  the  following : 


Section  13  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  1955. 


Restidation  5. 


Food  business  not  to  be  carried  on  at  unsanitary  premis- 
es, etc. 


Regulation 

Regulation 

Regulation 


Regulation  10 

O 


6.  Cleanliness  of  equipment,  etc. 

8.  Food  to  be  protected  from  risk  of  contamination. 

9.  Personal  cleanliness. 

Carrying  of  food  and  wrapping,  etc.  of  open  food. 
Regulation  16.  Wash  hand  basins  to  be  provided. 

Regulation  17.  First-aid  materials  to  be  provided. 

Regulation  18.  Accommodation  for  clothing,  etc. 

Details  of  inspections  and  actions  taken  is  given  in  the  report  of  the 
Public  Health  Inspector. 
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Food  and  Drugs  Act  1955 


Particulars  of  samples  examined  and/or  analysed  during  the  year  ended 

31st  December  1957 


Number  of  Samples 

Adulterated  or  sub-standard  samples 

Adult 

1 

Article 

Obtained 

Genuine 

or  Sub- 

Result  of  Examination 

Remarks 

Standard 

and/or  analyses 

Almonds,  Ground  .... 

1 

1 

— 

Aspirin  Tablets  

1 

1 

— 

Baked  Beans  in  tomato 

1 

1 

— 

Bicarbonate  of  Soda  . . 

1 

1 

— 

Biscuits 

1 

1 

— 

British  Sherry 

1 

1 

— 

Butter  Flavouring  .... 

1 

1 

— 

Cheese 

3 

3 

— 

Cod  Liver  Oil 

1 

1 

— 

Cooking  Fat 

1 

1 

— 

Cowslip  Wine 

1 

1 

— 

Creamed  Rice  Milk 

Pudding  

1 

1 

— 

Elderberry  Wine 

1 

1 

— 

Foam  Crystals 

1 

1 

— 

Fruit  Cake  

1 

1 

— 

Fruit  Salad  

1 

1 

— 

Frying  Oil  

1 

1 

— 

Halibut  Liver  Oil 

Capsules  

2 

2 

— 

Icing  Sugar 

1 

1 

— 

Jam  

2 

2 

— 

Lard 

1 

1 

— 

Lemons  

1 

1 

Linseed  and  Liquorice 

Lozenges 

1 

1 

— 

Milk 

190 

179 

11 

The  sub-standard 

Appropriate 

samples  were  found  to 

action  has  been 

Oe  very  slightly  defici- 

taken  in  these 

ent  due  to  natural 

cases. 

causes. 

Milk,  Condensed 

1 

1 

— 

Mincemeat  

2 

1 

1 

Slightly  deficient  in 

Manufacturers 

soluble  solids. 

cautioned. 

Stocks  with- 

Orange  Marmalade  .... 

1 

1 

— 

drawn. 

Oranges  

1 

1 

— 

Orange  Squash  

1 

1 

— 

Peanut  Butter 

1 

1 

— 

Peas,  Canned  

1 

1 

1 

— 

Potted  Meat  Paste  .... 

1 

1 

— 

Salad  Cream  

1 

1 

— 

Sauce  

1 

1 

— 

Sausage  

8 

7 

1 

Sample  of  Pork  wSaus- 

Manufacturer 

age  9.2%  deficient  in 

Cautioned 

Sild  

1 

1 

— 

neat 

Steak  & Kidney  Pie.  . . . 

1 

1 

— 

Sweets 

4 

4 

— 

Syrup  of  Figs  

1 

1 

— 

Table  Jelly  

2 

2 

— 

Tomato  Juice  

1 

1 

— 

Tomato  Ketchup 

1 

1 

— 

Tonic  Yeast  Tablets  . . 

1 

1 

— 

Vinegar,  Malt 

1 

1 

— 

Vitamin  Tablets 

2 

2 

__ 

Totals  . . 

251 

238 

13 
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REPORT  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


'To  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health: 

Madam, 

1 hereby  present  to  you  my  report  on  the  \\ork  done  during  1957. 

During  1957,  71  complaints  were  received  and  investigated,  nuisances 
being  found  in  57  cases. 

162  informal  notices,  requiring  the  abatement  of  nuisances  or  the 
remedying  of  defects  were  served,  and  in  9 cases  these  were  followed  by 
the  service  of  statutory  notices.  In  one  case  recourse  was  had  to  the 
Court  and  a nuisance  order  was  obtained  against  a house  owner,  who 
subsequently  obeyed  the  order  and  repaired  the  house.  In  another  case 
the  Corporation  themselves  repaired  a house  where  a notice  had  been 
served  under  the  Housing  Act  requiring  extensive  repairs. 

Details  of  defects  remedied  will  be  found  in  a summary  at  the  end 
of  this  report. 

Housing.  Inspections  were  carried  out  for  the  following  purposes: 


Repair  of  Houses  154 

Demolition  Orders  j 
Closing  Orders  > 218 

Clearance  Areas  ) 

Certificates  of  Disrepair  84 

Revocations  Certificates  Nil 

Improvement  grants  Nil 

Housing  applications  Nil 

Appointments  and  interviews  49 

Re-inspections  of  houses  to 

enforce  notices,  etc.  228 


Idle  work  of  the  clearance  of  unfit  houses  has  slowed  down  owing  to 
the  reduction  of  the  house  building  programme  by  the  local  authority. 

During  1957,  25  houses  were  represented  as  unfit  for  human  habita- 
tion. Thev  were  dealt  with  as  follows: 


Repair  notice  1 

Clearance  Orders  12 

Demolition  Orders  2 

Closing  Orders  1 


Deferred  for  consideration  in  1958  9 

25 

Abatement  of  overcrowding.  No  new  cases  of  overcrowding  were 
found  in  1957.  An  existing  case  was  abated  : this  concerned  10  persons. 
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The  repair  of  the  privately  owned  houses  in  the  Borough  has  been 
speeded  up  by  the  Rent  Act,  1957.  Almost  all  owners  of  rented  houses 
increased  their  rents  as  allowed  by  the  Act,  and  56  applications  were 
received  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair,  This  was  a smaller  figure  than 
was  anticipated  and  it  is  some  indication  of  the  amount  of  repair  work 
done  by  the  owners. 

Disinfection  and  Disinfestation 

Infectious  Diseases.  No  disinfestations  were  done  except  for  Tubercul- 
osis cases.  One  house  was  disinfected  and  bedding  steamed  for  this 
disease  in  1957. 

Destruction  of  Vermin.  The  number  of  houses  treated  for  various 
insect  pests  by  the  Health  Department  was  73,  as  follows  : 

Ants  . . . . 43  Fleas  . . . . 2 

Beetles  . . . . 16  Earwigs  . . 3 

Woodworm  . . 2 Wasps  . . . . 7 

There  has  been  a steady  improvement  in  the  standards  of  cleanliness 
in  the  homes  and  the  bug  and  the  flea  are  quite  rare  insects.  Our  biggest 
trouble  is  the  common  ant  which  invades  the  houses  from  nests  in  the 
garden. 

It  is  particularly  numerous  around  the  houses  built  on  light  sandy 
soil  and  often  it  is  necessary  to  put  down  a barrier  of  insecticide  to 
prevent  the  ants  gaining  access  to  the  house. 

The  refuse  tip  is  treated  at  regular  intervals  with  insecticides  for  the 
destruction  of  flies  and  crickets. 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 

During  1957,  62  complaints  were  received  alleging  infestation  of 
properties  or  land  with  rodents. 

Infested  Treated  by  Local  Authority 
Business  properties  25  19 

Dwelling  houses  172  172 

Other  premises  9 9 

Fortunately  our  sewage  system  is  usually  free  from  rats,  but  there  is 
some  infestation  in  the  top  water  drainage  system  in  the  centre  of  the 
town.  Excellent  results  are  obtained  from  the  use  of  ‘Warfarin’  but  in 
some  special  cases  such  as  the  refuse  tip  it  is  found  that  Zinc  Phosphide 
is  more  suitable. 

Calcium  Cyanide  dust  is  used  occasionally  when  rats  are  in  holes  out 
in  the  open. 

There  is  little  hope,  I fear,  that  we  shall  ever  succeed  in  exterminating 
rats  or  mice,  but  we  do  keep  the  numbers  of  these  pests  down  in  our 
town. 
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Common  Lodging  House.  There  is  one  registered  house  in  the  town 
with  aecommodation  for  41  persons.  I made  19  visits  to  this  house 
during  1957  and  two  notiees  were  served  requiring  cleaning  and  white- 
washing of  the  living  room.  'Fhe  house  is  rarely  more  than  half  full  and 
it  is  suitable  for  its  purpose. 


Dustbins.  During  1957,  209  bins  were  supplied  under  the  hire  scheme. 
The  annual  charge  is  now  7/ he/,  and  the  scheme  has  proved  satisfactory 
to  the  public  and  to  the  Authority. 

Mortuary.  34  bodies  were  taken  to  the  mortuary  during  the  year,  15 
from  the  Borough  and  19  from  the  Rural  District.  The  mortuary 
accommodation  is  very  limited  and  the  building  is  not  suitable  for  more 
than  two  bodies  at  any  one  time. 

Meat  Inspection 

'Fhere  are  three  slaughterhouses  in  the  Borough  in  use  for  the 
slaughter  of  animals  for  human  consumption.  The  Grove  Lane  abattoir 
is  controlled  by  a joint  sub-committee  of  the  Retford  Borough  and 
Rural  District  Councils  and  the  other  two  slaughterhouses  are  privately 
owned. 

There  is  a very  considerable  export  of  meat  from  the  Retford  slaught- 
erhouses both  to  the  Rural  District  and  elsewhere  and  this  fact  makes 
the  work  of  meat  inspection  very  onerous.  All  the  carcases  and  organs 
were  inspected  before  removal  from  the  place  of  slaughter,  but  this  was 
only  possible  by  considerable  assistance  from  the  staff  of  the  Rural 
District  and  by  the  fact  that  much  work  of  inspection  is  carried  out  at 
all  times  of  the  day. 

The  slaughterhouses  were  well  maintained  and  all  will  be  made  to 
comply  with  the  provisions  of  the  Slaughterhouse  Bill  as  soon  as  this 
is  made  law. 

A comparison  of  the  number  of  animals  slaughtered  in  Retford  during 
the  past  seven  years  is  as  follows : 


Cattle 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

1957 

3,546 

166 

3,768 

6,867 

1956 

3,338 

163 

4,918 

7,258 

1955 

2,633 

144 

3,862 

6,255 

1954 

2,614 

709 

9,201 

5,616 

1953 

3,521 

1,026 

10,635 

3,775 

1952 

3,907 

1,043 

12,509 

2,821 

1951 

4,176 

1,514 

8,262 

1,305 
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Percentage  affected  with  Tuberculosis 


1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

Cattle 

23.20 

22.39 

20.22 

18.09 

13.59 

9.79 

7.78 

Pigs 

8.27 

6.94 

5.72 

5.72 

3.27 

2.41 

1.77 

Calves 

0.26 

0.47 

0.28 

0.42 

0.69 

0.61 

1.8 

Tubercular 

cattle  and  pigs 

have  declined  in 

five  year 

to  30 

per  cent 

of  the  1952  figures.  It  is  most  likely  that  the  next  three  years  will  see 
the  virtual  disappearance  of  this  disease  amongst  bovines  due  to  the 
excellent  work,  of  the  veterinarians  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fish- 
eries & Food. 

During  1957,  7 cases  of  viable  Cysticercus  Bovis  were  discovered  and 
the  carcases  of  the  affected  animals  were  frozen  for  three  weeks  accord- 
ing to  Ministry  instructions. 

The  total  weight  of  meat  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption 
was  93,578  lbs. 

The  previous  seven  years  were  as  follows : 

1956  — 88,507  lbs.  1952  - 139,368  lbs. 

1955  — 64,497  lbs.  1951  - 142,086  lbs. 

1954  — 84,690  lbs.  1950  - 176,927  lbs. 

1953  — 109,121  lbs. 

There  is  a large  trade  in  casualty  animals  at  one  of  the  private 
slaughterhouses  in  Retford  and  this  is  the  cause  of  the  heavy  condemna- 
tion of  meat. 

All  condemned  meat  is  stained  with  a green  dye  and  is  sold  for 
animal  food  or  for  fat  extraction. 

Tables  giving  details  about  condemned  meat  will  be  found  on  pages 
30  and  31. 

Premises  registered  under  Section  16  Food  & Drugs  Act: 

(a)  Meat  Manufacturers  . . . . . . 13 

(b)  Ice-cream  Makers  and  Retailers  . . . . 56 

Milk  & Dairies  Regulations 

Number  of  Dairies  registered  with  the  Borough  Council  . . 2 

1.  Number  of  dealers’  licences  issued  authorising  the  use  of  the 

special  designation  ‘Pasteurised’  in  relation  to  milk  . . . . 1 

2.  Number  of  dealers’  licences  issued  authorising  the  use  of  the 

special  designation  ‘Tuberculin  Tested’  in  relation  to  milk  . . 2 

3.  Number  of  dealers’  licences  issued  authorising  the  use  of  the 

special  designation  ‘Sterilised’  in  relation  to  milk  . . . . 0 
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(^.arcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  part 


Xuniber  killed 

Nun'kber  inspected  . . 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis  and 
Cysticerci 

Whole  carcases  condenmed  . . 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned  . . . . * 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other  than  tuber- 
culosis . . . . . . . . * 

'Fuberculosis  Only  : 

Whole  carcases  condemned  . . 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  tuberculosis 

Cysticercus  : 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

Carcases  submitted  to  treatment  by 
refrigeration 

( Generalised  and  totally  condemned 


I leifers 
and 

Bullocks 

Cows 

and 

Bulls 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

2983 

563 

166 

5768 

6867 

2983 

563 

166 

5768 

6867 

19 

88 

24 

96 

53 

17 

15 

1 

Nil 

2 

,44 

2 

Nil 

119 

7 

.78% 

1.8% 

Nil 

1.77% 

7 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

7 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

* Accurate  figi 

ires  can 

not  be  ^ 

yiven 
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The  causes  for  condemnation  of  whole  carcases  were  as  follows : 


Steers 

and 

Heifers 

Cows 

and 

Bulls 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Calves 

Tuberculosis 

17 

15 

2 

1 

Emaciation  and/or  Oedema 

6 

50 

35 

10 

3 

Pyaemia 

2 

— 

— 

2 

6 

Pyelo-nephritis 

— 

1 

1 

4 

— 

Septic  pneumonia 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1 

Septic  mastitis 

— 

1 

6 

1 

— 

Septic  metritis 

— 

4 

2 

— 

— 

Septic  pericarditis 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Septic  peritonitis 

1 

3 

6 

11 

— 

Other  septic  conditions 

1 

9 

— 

— 

— 

Parturition 

— 

4 

11 

1 

Uraemia 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1 

Injuries  & Bruising 

— 

7 

6 

2 

— 

Anaemia 

1 

2 

12 

— 

— 

Immaturity 

— 

— 

— 

— 

/ 

Decomposition 

1 

— 

5 

2 

I 

Congestion 

4 

/ 

10 

4 

Erysipelas 

— 

— 

— 

9 

— 

Jaundice 

— 

2 

— 

5 

2 

Tumours 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

Leukaemia 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Totals : 

36 

103 

96 

55 
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Inspections  of  Food  Premises  were  carried  out  as  follows: 
Res^istered  Food  Premises 

(a)  lee-cream  premises  . . . . . . . . . . 21 

(b)  Premises  registered  for  manufacture  of  preserved  food, 


Other  Food  Premises  . . . . . . . . . . . . 106 

Alarkets  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 101 

Dairies  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14 

Bakehouses  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 


Inspection  of  Food  during  1957.  31  visits,  in  addition  to  the  visits 
for  inspection  of  premises,  were  made  to  food  premises  for  inspection 
of  food  usually  after  a request  from  the  food  trader. 

1 append  below  a list  of  food  condemned,  usually  for  decomposition. 


'Idnned  Foods  . . 

234  tins 

Jellied  veal  . . . 

. 100  lbs. 

Pork  

48  lbs. 

Cherries 

50  lbs. 

Flam  

100  lbs. 

Eggs 

. 360 

Corned  beef  .... 

61  lbs. 

Cheese 

4 lbs. 

Ox  tongue 

BoQrs  heads  .... 

24  lbs. 

2 

Salad  cream  . 

2 jars 

Food  condemned  in  the  shops  is  surrendered  voluntarily  by  the 
traders  and  it  is  usually  removed  by  the  Corporation  for  final  disposal. 

Sampling.  Samples  were  taken  of: 

(a)  Ice-cream.  3 samples  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination 
and  all  were  satisfactory.  All  ice-cream  in  shops  in  Retford  is 
stored  and  sold,  wrapped  as  received  from  the  manufacturers. 

(b)  Pasteurised  Milk.  'Fhe  County  Council  take  routine  samples  of 
pasteurised  milk  for  the  phrsphatase  and  methylene  blue  test.  In 
addition,  3 samples  of  pasteurised  milk  were  taken  at  intervals  by 
this  department  and  all  were  satisfactory. 

The  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1955.  Owing  to  pressure  of  other 
work,  particularly  under  the  Rent  Act,  it  was  not  possible  to  spend  as 
much  time  on  the  inspection  of  food  premises  as  would  be  desirable. 
In  all,  297  visits  were  made  specifically  to  inspect  food  premises  or  food 
stalls  and  whenever  possible,  talks  with  food  traders  and  staff  are  given 
on  food  hygiene.  There  is  a steady  improvement  both  in  premises  and 
methods  of  work. 

One  outbreak  of  food  poisoning  occurred  in  1957  and  this  involved 
two  persons.  It  was  caused  by  a cream  cheese  bought  in  the  market  from 
a rural  farmer.  Subsequent  investigation  showed  the  presence  of  a 
salmonella  infection  on  the  farm. 

Notices  were  served  in  accordance  with  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations 

as  below  : 
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Notice 

Notice  complied 
sent  with* 


Regulation  6. 

Cleanliness  of  equipment,  etc. 

— 

2 

Regulation  8. 

Food  to  be  protected  from  risk  of 
contamination 

5 

9 

Regulation  14. 

Sanitary  conveniences 

12 

5 

Regulation  16. 

Wash  handbasins  to  be  provided  . . 

9 

19 

Regulation  18. 

Accommodation  for  clothing,  etc.  . . 

8 

12 

Regulatiofi  19. 

Facilities  for  washing  food  and  equip- 
ment . . 

2 

8 

Regulation  23. 

Cleanliness  and  repair,  etc.  of  food 
rooms 

6 

9 

Regulation  26. 

General  requirements  as  to  stalls  . . 

4 

4 

*Some  of  the  figures  in  column  2 relate  to  notices 

outstanding  from 

the  previous  year. 

Summary  of  visits  made  during  the  year: 

Houses  inspected,  Public  Health  Acts 144 

Houses  inspected,  Housing  Acts  312 

Complaints  investigated 85 

Common  Lodging  House 19 

Visits,  re  nuisances 113 

Factories  visited 21 

Infectious  Disease  Cases  39 

Offensive  Trades 79 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949  . . 110 

Petroleum  Acts  20 

Interviews  with  owners,  etc 82 

Re-visits  to  properties  under  notice  265 

Bakehouses  10 

Slaughterhouses 1,198 

Food  Premises  re  Food  Hygiene 172 

Food  Premises  to  inspect  food 31 

Markets  101 

Dairies 14 

Caravans  62 

Miscellaneous 64 

Smoke  4 


2,945 
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Summary  of  Nuisances  abated  during  the  year: 


Foul  or  defective  drains  or  closets  52 

Defective  house  roof  and  spoutings 29 

Damp  or  defective  walls  and/or  plaster  ....  20 

Defective  yard  paving 27 

Defective  house  floors  6 

Defective  house  windows 13 

Defective  cooking  ranges  and  fireplaces  ....  15 

Defective  sinks  5 

Dirty  or  verminous  houses  8 

Nuisances  from  manure  or  animals 20 

Defective  water  supplies  2 

Nuisance  from  smoke 2 

Overcrowding 1 

Miscellaneous 4 


Contraventions  of  Order  or  Byelaws  abated  during  the  year: 

Found  Abated 


Bakehouses  Nil  2 

Food  Shops  and  Stores 35  44 

Dairy  Nil  Nil 

Factories  1 4 

Common  Lodging  House 2 2 

Offensive  Trade Nil  Nil 
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Clean  Air.  Throughout  the  year,  a general  watch  was  made  on  all 
industrial  chimneys  for  any  emission  of  dark  smoke.  There  were  two 
cases  where  a nuisance  was  alleged  and  the  management  of  the  firms 
were  asked  to  abate  the  contraventions.  Improvement  was  obtained  in 
both  instances. 

There  is  no  apparatus  in  Retford  for  recording  pollution  of  the 
atmosphere. 

F.  R.  SMITH, 

Public  Health  Inspector. 
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SERVICES  PROVIDED  BY  OTHER  AUTHORITIES 


National  Health  Service  Act 

Notts  County  Council 

The  Notts  County  Council  provides  the  following  Personal 
Health  Services  under  Part  III  of  the  Act. 

1.  The  Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children. 

2.  Domiciliary  Midwifery. 

3.  Home  Nursing. 

4.  Health  Visiting. 

5.  Prevention  of  illness,  care,  and  after-care  of  persons  suffering 
from  illness. 

6.  Home  Help  Service. 

7.  Ambulance  Service. 

8.  Immunisation  and  Vaccination. 

The  County  Council  is  also  responsible  as  the  Local  Education 

Authoritv  for  the  School  Health  Service  and  there  is  a Welfare  Service 

*/ 

for  the  aged  and  for  handicapped  persons. 

Dental  treatment  is  available  for  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  and 
for  pre-school  and  school  children  at  the  Clinic,  22  Market  Square, 
Retford. 

I am  indebted  to  Dr.  C.  W.  W.  Jeremiah,  County  Medical  Officer 
and  Principal  School  Medical  Officer  for  the  particulars  of  the  Personal 
Services  in  the  Retford  area. 

The  Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children 

(a)  Infant  Welfare  Clinics  are  held  at  the  Clinic,  22  Market  Square, 
Retford,  at  the  following  times : 

Mondays:  2 p.m.  to  4.30  p.m. 

Thursdays:  2 p.m.  to  4.30  p.m. 

Fridays:  2 p.m.  to  4.30  p.m. 

Your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  in  attendance  on  Mondays  and 
alternate  Thursdays. 

(b)  Ante-natal  Clinics  are  also  held  at  22  Market  Square,  Retford,  each 
Wednesday  from  2 p.m.  to  4.30  p.m.  when  a Medical  Officer  is  in 
attendance. 

Domiciliary  Midwifery 

Mothers  who  can,  and  wish  to  be  confined  at  home,  are  attended  by 
one  of  the  County  Midwives,  of  whom  there  are  three  in  the  Borough, 
viz : 
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Mrs.  j.  L.  Ashworth, 

2 Fairway,  Ordsall,  Retford. 

Telephone  No.  Retford  2157. 

IMiss  K.  Berry, 

9 Richmond  Road,  Retford. 

Telephone  No.  Retford  197. 

Mrs.  Maltby, 

125  Northfield  Way,  Retford. 

Telephone  No.  Retford  718. 


In  those  cases  that  require  hospital  confinement  because  of  social 
conditions  or  medical  reasons,  the  necessary  investigation  and  booking 
is  made  by  the  County  Health  Department. 


! 

1 

Details  of  Attendance  at  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 

Centre  during  1 

957 

1 

Total 

Medical 

Attendances 

Consultations 

Children 

4,374  1 

Expectant  Mothers  . . 

314  [ 

1,089 

Post-natal  Cases 

11  \ 

Home  Nursing 

'Fhis  is  a service  which  provides  for  the  nursing  of  the  chronically 
sick  patients  and  of  the  less  serious  forms  of  acute  illness  where  the 
family  doctor  requests  it.  This  service  is  provided  by  the  Retford  and 
District  Nursing  Association,  and  the  work  is  carried  out  on  its  behalf 
by  three  Queen’s  Nurses;  names  and  addresses  as  follows  : 

Miss  Higham, 

16  Osberton  Road,  Retford. 

Telephone  No.  Retford  457. 

Mrs.  L.  N.  Pearson, 

12  Victoria  Road,  Retford. 

Telephone  No.  Retford  545. 

Mrs.  J.  M.  Wylie, 

5 Millfield  Close,  Ordsall,  Retford. 
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Health  Visiting.  Health  Visitors  are  State  Registered  Nurses  with 
knowledge  of  midwifery,  who  have  attended  a whole-time  course  in 
Public  Health  work  and  received  the  Health  Visitor’s  Certificate.  Their 
duties  are  in  respect  of  the  Personal  Health  Services.  They  work  in  the 
Maternity  & Child  Welfare  Clinics  and  do  routine  visiting  of  their  dis- 
tricts, advising  on  prevention  of  illness  and  maintenance  of  health.  The 
Health  Visitors  for  the  Borough  are  IMiss  Watson  and  Mrs.  Worral. 

Home  Help  Service 

The  office  is  in  Chancery  Lane,  Retford.  This  most  useful  service 
provides  domestic  help  where,  on  account  of  illness,  age,  or  other 
domestic  reasons,  it  is  required. 

School  Health  Service 

School  Clinics  are  held  at  the  Centre,  22  Market  Square,  Retford, 
on  Mondays  and  Fridays,  from  9.30  a.m.  to  12  noon. 

Your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  in  attendance  every  Friday. 

Ambulance  Service 

The  main  ambulance  station  is  situated  in  the  Retford  Borough,  and 
the  vehicles  comprise  four  ambulances  and  two  dual  purpose  vehicles, 
which  will  carry  six  sitting  cases  or  three  sitting  cases  and  one  stretcher. 

The  Station  Supervisor  is  Mr.  G.  West.  Office:  Exchange  Street, 
Retford.  Telephone  No.  Retford  400. 

Welfare  Service  for  the  Aged  and  for  Handicapped  Persons 

The  District  Welfare  Officer  is  : Mr.  J.  Barrow,  Grove  Street,  Ret- 
ford ; Telephone  Retford  232. 

Hospital  amd  Specialist  Services 

The  Sheffield  Regional  Hospital  Board  is  the  authority  responsible 
for  the  provision,  under  Part  H of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  of 
the  hospital  and  specialist  services  in  this  area.  There  are  three  hospitals: 
Worksop  Adctoria  Hospital ; 

Worksop  Kilton  Hospital; 

Retford  Flospital. 

and  the  Worksop  and  Retford  Hospital  Management  Committee  is 
responsible  for  the  day-to-day  administration  oF  these  hospitals. 
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